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I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" 
service under 37 CFR 1.10 on the date indicated above and is addressed to Commissioner for Patents, Mail Stop PCT, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 




INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT (37 C.F.R. S1.97(b)) 



Mail Stop PCT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Dear Sir: 

With regard to the above-identified application, the items of information listed on the enclosed 
Form 1449 are brought to the attention of the Examiner. 

This statement should be considered because it is submitted before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on-the-merits. Accordingly, no fee is due for consideration of the items listed on the 
enclosed Form 1449. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R.§ 1.98(a)(2), a copy of each document or other information listed 
on the enclosed Form 1449 is provided. 

Applicant hereby brings attention to the Examiner that the following references were cited in an 
International Search Report dated September 10, 2003: EP0916717; WO9610069; US5858956; 
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DE4404 1 99; EP0743359; E^|P8 1 74; Database WPI, Section Ch, Week^P 20, XP0022540T3 and 
JP03079700, and US6255269. A copy of the International Search Report is enclosed. Since the 
International Search Report is in English, no English translation of the listed foreign references is 
required, pursuant to MPEP §609(A)3. 

A concise explanation of the relevance of each non-English language document or other 
information is as follows (37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3)): 

English abstracts are provided for EP0916717, WO96/10069, DE4404199, EP0743359, and 
EP0328174. 

No representation is intended to be made hereby that a reference is "prior art" within the 
meaning of 35 U.S.C. §§102 and 103 and Applicants reserve the right, pursuant to 37 C.F.R.§1.131 or 
otherwise, to establish that the reference(s) are not "prior art." Moreover, Applicants do not represent 
that a reference has been thoroughly reviewed or that any relevance of any portion of a reference is 
intended. 

Consideration of the items listed is respectfully requested. Pursuant to the provisions of 

M.P.E.P. 609, it is requested the Examiner return a copy of the attached Form 1449, marked as being 

considered and initialed by the Examiner, to the undersigned with the next official communication. 

Please charge any additional fees or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 501257. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Law Department 

Research and Development Center 
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Mendota Heights, MN 551 18 
Telephone: (651) 306-5810 
Facsimile: (651)306-4272 
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